[Parental Information and Consent in Neonatology].
Careful analysis of current adjudication reveals increasing demand of adequate record-keeping as well as meticulously documented informed consent forms regarding all aspects of medicine. Although standardized informed consent forms or explicit guidelines for obtaining procedural consent already exist in surgical disciplines there is strong evidence that, however, in neonatology (and paediatric intensive care) these processes are still incomplete and qualitatively insufficiently implemented. Therefore the author discussed all existing information prescriptions with the legal department and quality management of a large German clinic group especially in terms of relevant legislation, recent case law and specialist literature in order to obtain potential for improvement. Based on the results of this audit of expert opinions improved recommendations could be implemented in the daily practise of a department of neonatology and paediatric intensive care on a tertiary level.